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A man and his girlfriend went to a fancy dress party.  Both were naked and the girlfriend rode on the 

ƳŀƴΩǎ ōŀŎƪΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎΦ   

He said they had come ŀǎ ŀ ǎƴŀƛƭΦ  ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪΣέ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 
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Calender 

The Official Calender is published on our web site. Print a 
copy to keep in your historic log booked vehicle. 
 
Club Meetings 

Club meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month except December and January at Carlingford 
Bowling Club. 
 
Club Objectives 

Å To foster a better acquaintance and social spirit 
between the various owners of Thoroughbred Sports 
Cars in Australia 
Å To help and advance Thoroughbred Sports Cars in 
Australia 
Å To establish and maintain, by example, a high 
Standard of Conduct and a Respect of the Laws of the 
Road 
 
Club Shoppe 

Visit the Club Shoppe and make sure you are dressed 
appropriately for the next event. 
 
Correspondence 

All correspondence to The Secretary, TSCC 
P.O. Box 3006, Dural, NSW 2158. 
Email: secretary@thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au 
 
Incorporation 

TSCC is incorporated as an association; Registered No. 
Y15083-35 
 
Affiliation 

TSCC is affiliated with CAMS Limited 
 
Committee 

The contact details of the Committee are published on the 
Website. 

 
 
Other Information: 

Administration 
Annual Awards 
CAMS 
Club History 
Club Plates 
Membership Forms 
Pointscore 
Sporting 
 
Disclaimer: 

Any opinions published in the Newsletter should not be 
regarded as being the opinion of the Club, of the 
Committee, or of the Editor. No responsibility is accepted 
for the accuracy of any information in the Newsletter, 
which has been published in good faith as supplied to the 
Editor. 
 
Articles are invited and should be mailed to the Editor for 
publication showing the name and address of the author 
 
Membership Forms 
Membership Forms can be downloaded from our web site. 
All new members must be proposed and seconded by 
financial members 
 
Website 

www.thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au 
Contributions to the Webmaster: 
webmaster@thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au 
 
Top Gear 

Top Gear Magazine was first published on 1st September 
1981 by the Club. There is no connection or affiliation with 
the British based Top Gear magazine first published by 
Immediate Media Company on or around October 1993. 

 
 
Current and previous editions may be downloaded here. 
All contributions to: 
Stephen Knox 
M: 0427 705500 Email: 
editor@thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au 
 
Guest Editors 

Alfa Editor: Barry Farr 
Aston Martin Editor: Les Johnson 
Jaguar Editor: Terry Daly 
Lotus Editor: Roger Morgan 
 
Other Information: 

Administration 
Annual Awards 
CAMS 
Club History 
Club Plates 
Membership Forms 
Pointscore 
Sporting 
 
 
 
Top Gear has been continuously published since 

September 1981. 
 
 

  

About our 

Club  

 

mailto:secretary@thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au
mailto:webmaster@thoroughbredsportscarclub.asn.au
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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢{//Ωǎ оуǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ 
have an even greater diversity of activities.  In addition to the 10 monthly 
club meetings the calendar comprises 8 Wednesday lunch runs including 1 
over-nighter, 8 Sunday runs, 5 car display days, 4 weekends away and 5 
special events as well as the close of year Christmas/Presentation Dinner, a 
total of 41 events.  Let me say on behalf of all members thank you to all 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
members to compliment the organisers by participating in the respective 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ {ƳǳƎ aǳƎ ǎƛǘŜ 
(https://tscc.smugmug.com) to provide an archival memory of each event.  
If you are unsure how to do this, Rick Johnson (0437.434.007) is only too 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳΦ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘƻǳǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ 
to be cancelled due to insufficient participation as just seven members 
registered an interest. 
 
A few members attended the Australia Day event at Parramatta Park and a 
hanŘŦǳƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎƻǳǊǎ ŘΩ9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ wƻȊŜƭƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
following Sunday.  Reports on these events are included in this issue of Top 
Gear.   
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ L ǘǳƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘ мн IƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ - 
far too many yellows and the TV coverage seemed to lack the excitement, 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 
The first general meeting of the year was well attended with 44 present, 
which followed the first Committee meeting of the year at which the 
process was discussed and agreed to put a proposal to all members to 
increase the membership limit.  This will be emailed to all members late  

 
 
 
 
 
March by an independent Returning Officer to ensure votes are 
confidential.  The Committee also discussed and agreed a new form to be 
completed by each event organiser listing all non-members attending an 
event and this was successfully implemented for the Beechworth event. 
 
On Saturday 17 February, 17 members attended a demonstration at 
/ƻŘŜ/ƭŜŀƴΩǎ IƻǊƴǎōȅ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
membership plus three waitlist applicants converged on Beechworth to 
partake in the long weekend activities over the last weekend in February.  
Both these events were organised by Terry Daly and are also reported on 
in this issue of Top Gear. 
 

 
 

Office of the President 

Barry Farr 

https://tscc.smugmug.com/
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Despite the electric vehicles push failing the public interest test with 
market share less than1% worldwide, competition in building electric 
vehicles has intensified with more than a dozen Chinese start-ups entering 
the fray backed by billions from influential investors and staff with global 
talent.  One of these start-ups, NIO, has already launched its first 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ 9{у {¦± ƛƴ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǎƭŀΩǎ aƻŘŜƭ 
X.  The ES8 responds to voice commands and its battery can be fully 
charged in one hour and provide a range of 350kms.  NIO also has an 
operation in California with more than 300 employees developing 
autonomous driving and associated software.  In addition, NEVS a Sino-
{ǿŜŘƛǎƘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ {ŀŀōΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ǎtarted production on an 
electric version of the Saab 9-3 in Tianjin and WM Motor is about to start 
production in Eastern China of a mass-market EV for under USD30K.  
Meanwhile, the Indian Government has declared only electric vehicles will 
be sold by 2030. 
 
Despite Elon Musk starting the year with a successful launch of the Space X 
Falcon Heavy Rocket carrying a red Tesla Roadster as a mock payload, 
¢ŜǎƭŀΩǎ ǿƻŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ¢Ŝǎƭŀ ƭƻǎǘ ¦{5мΦфс. ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ 
100,000 vehicles, mostly the Model S Sedan and the Model X SUV.  In 2016 
Musk said he would produce 200,000 Model 3s in the second half of 2017 
ŀƭƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ Ƨǳǎǘ нΣплл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΦ  aǳǎƪΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
make 5000 Model 3s per week by the end of the 2nd quarter of 2018 and 
to increase capacity to 10,000 per week, the week after reaching the 5,000 
per week milestone. 
 
You may not be aware that the SA Labour Government will give Musk $2M 
plus a $30M concessional loan to fund a trial of installing a solar system 
and lithium battery in 1,100 housing trust homes with a view to a roll out 
to 50,000 homes by 2022 at a total cost of $800M funded mostly by 
external investors.  This is on top of the estimated USD50M SA paid Musk 
to build a 100 megawatt battery at Jamestown late last year that will be 
fed by the French-owned wind farm at the site. 

The future of classic car restorations in the UK looks to be in good shape 
given the increasing availability of apprenticeships.  A new charity called 
StartMotor has been launched in the UK to help source and pay for donor 
vehicles to enhance the education and experience of students in the 
Bicester College Historic Vehicle Restoration Apprenticeship Scheme in the 
maintenance and use of historic vehicles.  The aim is to address the skills 
gap and attract younger people to the classic car world, an industry that is 
estimated at GBP5.5B a year in the UK. 
 
The 2018 F1 season will, in effect, see the return of Alfa Romeo.  Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles has signed a multi-year technical and commercial 
partnership 
agreement with the 
Swiss Sauber team 
which is the fourth 
oldest Formula 1 
team, now owned by 
Longbow Finance.  
This will see the cars 
decked out in red 
and while Alfa 
Romeo livery and 
equipped with 2018 
Ferrari power 
units. 
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1955 Mercedes-Benz Rennwagen-Schnelltransporter... 

 

 

 

! ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅΣ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ did for millions 
of others, was the outrageous high-speed racing car transporter built by 
Mercedes-Benz in 1955.  This special high-speed racing car transporter was 
a one-off unit built by the Mercedes-Benz test department. It was used for 
transporting Formula One racing cars and racing sports cars. It was driven 
by the three-litre six-cylinder engine from the 300SL racing sports car 
putting out 141 kW (192 hp). Laden, it reached a top speed of 105 mph. It 
was thus predestined for demoralising the competition. If the racing car 
transporter was that fast, even more could be expected of the Silver Arrow 
on its platform. 

 

 

 

Two-finger Typing 

Stephen Knox 
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Rudolf Uhlenhaut, manager of the motor sports department during the 
transporter's racing period, had the transporter scrapped in 1967. In 2001 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭǳŜ 
²ƻƴŘŜǊΩΣ using archive photographs. 

 

The Mercedes-Benz original inspired others... 

On the moth-eaten cover of a copy of Car and Driver from December 1961 
is a very credible version from America.  Built by Norman Holtkamp it used, 
surprisingly considering the availability of suitable bases in the US, a 
Mercedes 300S sedan, cutting 20 inches from its centre.  Front and rear 
axles, differential, spindles and running gear are stock Mercedes.  Front 
suspension uses Porsche torsion bars while the standard Mercedes load-
levelling mechanism is used at the back.  The cabin is based on the Chev 
Camino pickup and motive power comes from a 300hp Corvette engine. 

Holtkamp planned to sell five a year at $16,000 (the same issue advertises 
ŀ мфсл CŜǊǊŀǊƛ нрлD¢ ƛƴ Ƴƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ϷтΣрллΣ ǎƻ aǊ IƻƭǘƪŀƳǇΩǎ truck 
was expensive.  I can find no record of whether this was a one-ff of the 
start of something bigger. 

 

The design required the installation 
of a 36 gallon water tank for ballast  
forward of the fuel tanks which in 
turn are located aft of the rear axle.  
Top speed is quoted at 112mph with 
a racing car on board, but I think it 
would take a brave driver, floating up 
and down so far forward of the front 
axle, to top the ton in it.  Drivers of 
Sydney buses would probably feel at 
home. 

 

 

 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘΦΦΦ 

In the ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлмт ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ I{w/!Ωǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ ¢ƘŜ hƛƭȅ wŀƎ όŜŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ 
Patrick Quinn) there was an article based on notes from well-known local 
racing car constructor and driver, Bob Winley, where mention was made of 
a transporter built on the lines of the Mercedes-Benz original. 

It was built by Alan Stanfield who was as very interesting character.  His 
family owed the famous Supreme Mousetrap factory at Mascot.  Alan was 
a superb worker with aluminium ς I have heard he was self-taught but I 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ƘŀǾe also heard that he moved to Grafton and was 
the only body man Bƻō WŀƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊǎΦ  !Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ 
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heard.  Whatever is the truth, he did some fabulous work including a BSA 
Scout-based special that looked like a miniature D-type from the front (and 
a praying mantis from the rear!) 

The grainy photo in TOR shows a handsome cantilevered cabin well ahead 
of the front wheels with a good-looking nosecone built no doubt by the 
aforementioned Mr Stanfield.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ .ƻō ²ƛƴƭŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ±ŀƴƎǳŀǊŘ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎΦ  ! IƻƭŘŜƴ ǳǘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴ ǎŀǘ 
entirely forward of the front wheels.  Geoff ΨvǳƛŎƪǎǘǊŀǿΩ aŎDǊŀǘƘ told me 
that suburban cornering in it was an art to be respected.  The flat floored 

Ŏŀōƛƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
tilt.  It had a custom-
made front panel 
covering the firewall 
smoothly.  The whole 
thing looked very 
handsome indeed.  It 
looked like that 
famous blue 
Mercedes rig.  It was 
supposed to. 

It had a hot dry sump 
Triumph TR4 engine tucked slanting sideways about half way along under 
the load bed.  The overdrive gearbox fed a tail shaft that went over the 
back axle to a Jeep transfer case right at the back.  This box fed another tail 
shaft running forward to the rear-facing diff.  Yes, the back axle was facing 
the ΨwronƎ ǿŀȅΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǘǘƭŜ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘȅŘǊŀǳƭƛŎΣ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦΩ 

Finally, for something really nuts... 

In 1974, Motor Manual ran a competition to cut up car brochures and 
reassemble the bits to make something else.  I rose to the challenge and 
came up with a Falcon-based transporter along the lines of the ones 

mentioned above.  The results were published in the October 1976 issue 
and it is a testament to the quality of the entries that my design came in 
second.   

 

 

 

 

The caption reads:  

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ YƴƻȄΩǎ CŀƭŎƻƴ 

Transporter was the most 

ambitious of the entries that 

came off although any Ford 

product planners reading 

this will probably be wetting 

themselves with mirth. 
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Draft Calendar for 2018 
(Events marked with an * are non-point score eventsΤ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘŀƭƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊΤ 

shaded entries indicate a flyer following.) 

March 

10           Shed Tour                                                              Terry Daly 

14           Club Meeting 

21           Wednesday Run *                                               Liz Kornhaber 

25            Run to Shed/ Lunch Bowral                              Terry Daly  

April 

11           Club Meeting 

18           Wednesday Run *                                               Vic Clarke 

28/29    Overnight run via Thunderbolts Way               Tom Aczel                                              

May 

6             Wings over Illawarra                                           Stephen Knox 

9              Club Meeting 

16           Wednesday Run to Riverside Oaks *              Roger Morgan  

20            National Heritage Motoring Day                    Colin Allerdice      

27            Breakfast run to Colo                                        Peter Van Dyk 

June 

13           Club Meeting 

20/21    Wednesday run/ Overnight *                               Jack Jones  

24           Run to Collitts Inn                                                Terry Daly 

30           Gershwin SSO                                                       Colin Piper  

July 

11            Club Meeting 

15             Christmas in July  

18             Wednesday Run *                                               Gary Maher 

28/29       Mystery Weekend                                              Stephen Knox            

August 

8               Club Meeting 

15             Wednesday overnight run/ Jenolan Caves *  Rob Clare  

19              SMSP Shannons                                                 Colin Allerdice 

 

Coming Events  
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September 

02/15       Big Trip                                                               Barry Farr 

12              Club Meeting 

19              Wednesday run *                                           Robyn Wards 

23              All British Day                                                 Terry Daly 

October 

10              Club Meeting 

14              POO Day                                                         Terry Daly 

17              Wednesday run *                                          Ian Norman 

21              Polo                                                                 Derek Scott 

28              Run to Wyong                                               Terry Daly 

November 

4               Lunch run to Hunter Valley                        Ross Brackenbury 

14             Club Meeting / AGM 

21             Wednesday run *                                          Colin Allerdice 

December 

1         Christmas Party / Presentation dinner            D & J Slater 

 

 

 

Other ideas that have come through from members or need discussing 

 

1 Pies in Bowral 

2 Gosford Car Museum 

3 Go-karting 

4 Butterfly Farm 

5 Pangallo Estate Hunter Valley 

6 Tug Boat trip 

7 Mooney Mooney Workers Club 
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